Steps Towards A Greener Oakland


Oakland is considered by many to be the cultural hub of Pittsburgh.  It is home to a variety of organizations, educational institutions and people from all walks of life.  This is one of the many reasons that Oakland, fueled by its residents and organizations, has become an integral part of an environmentally conscious Pittsburgh.  At Peoples Oakland, we strive to educate our members and staff on environmental issues and ways to contribute to a worldwide cause.  This is a trend that can be seen throughout Oakland in community cleanup programs, recycling initiatives, and steps towards energy conservation.  At Peoples Oakland, we have established a recycling program, and installed an energy efficient HVAC system.  We believe in supporting local farms and purchase food through the Oakland Farmer’s Market every week.  We continue to work with other community organizations that teach sustainable urban agriculture, in order to maintain our own vegetable garden.  The Oakland Business Improvement District (OBID) has integrated green methods into their organization such as, recycling, promoting the use of reusable bags.  In the community, OBID maintains the streets of the business district daily with sidewalk cleaning services.  OBID also brought the Oakland Farmers Market to the area which operates June thru November.  Oakland Planning and Development Corporation (OPDC) has created a program that encourages Oakland residents to improve the community through organized group cleanups, planting flowers, and recycling.  Community Human Services educates youth on sustainable agriculture and organic foods by using a garden plot on Lawn Street.  The home-grown food is then used to prepare meals for CHS programming. The Oakland Community Council inspires residents to take a more active role in beautifying the surrounding walkways, parks, trails, and preserving historic houses that have come to define Oakland as a unique neighborhood.  Oakland Transportation Management Association (OTMA) advocates for alternative commuting, and by doing so, they raise awareness for pedestrians and cyclists in the community.  Oakland is also the home of Phipps Conservatory, one of the most energy efficient buildings in the world.  These are just a few of the many organizations in Oakland that are taking steps to make our community greener.  Pittsburgh as a whole has begun to follow with on street recycling and a “TreeVitalize” program that aspires to plant 20,000 trees by 2012.  These programs and the combined efforts of our community organizations have contributed to an environmentally friendly Oakland.  It is our responsibility to continue these efforts through new initiatives.  Community resources are available at www.oaklandtaskforce.com.
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